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GHOSTS

O country is free from the belief in ghosts. In some parts of the
world much time is given to ghosts; in other parts, few people

think about them. Ghosts have a strong hold on the minds of the

people of Europe, Asia and Africa. In America are comparatively
few believers in ghosts. But indigenous and imported ghost cults are on
the increase, new ones are being developed, and America may, in the
development of ghosts and their cults, succeed to or improve on what the
old world has thereof.

In the older countries ghosts are stronger and more numerous than in
America, because the populations of those countries have kept their
ghosts alive through long ages, while in America the waters of the ocean
washed over great portions of the land; and the remaining inhabitants of
the dry parts were not numerous enough to keep the ghosts of the old
civilizations alive.

Belief in ghosts is not of modern origin, but reaches back to the
childhood of man, and the night of time. Try as they may, skepticism,
disbelief and civilization cannot dislodge nor efface the belief in ghosts, as
ghosts exist and have their origin in man. They are in him and of him, his
own progeny. They follow him through age and race and, whether he does
or does not belief in them, will, according to his kind, follow or precede him
as do his shadows.

In the old world, races and tribes have given place to other races and
tribes in wars and conquests and periods of civilization, and the ghosts
and gods and devils have continued with them. Ghosts of the past and the
present swarm and hover over the old world lands, especially in mountain
ranges and heaths, places rich in traditions, myth and legend. Ghosts
continue to fight their battles of the past, to dream through periods of
peace amid familiar scenes, and hatch in the minds of the people the seeds
of future action. The land of the old world has not been under the ocean for
many ages, and the ocean has not been able to purify it by the action of its
waters and to free it from ghosts of the living dead and dead men’s ghosts
and ghosts that were never man.
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In America, earlier civilizations are blotted out or buried; the ocean
has washed over large tracts of the land; the waves have broken up and
effaced the ghosts and most of the evil of man’s work. When the land came
up again it was purified and free. Forests wave and murmur over tracts
once cultivated; desert sands glisten where the ruins of proud and
populous cities lie buried. The peaks of mountain chains were islands
with scattered remnants of indigenous tribes, which repeopled the sunken
land on its emergence from the deep, free from its ancient ghosts. That is
one of the reasons why America feels free. There is freedom in the air. In
the old world such freedom is not felt. The air is not free. The atmosphere
is filled with ghosts of the past.

Ghosts frequent certain localities more than they do others.
Generally, the accounts of ghosts are fewer in the city than in the country,
where the dwellers are few and far between. In the country districts the
mind turns more readily to thoughts of nature sprites and elves and
fairies, and re-tells tales of them, and keeps alive ghosts that are born of
man. In the city, the rush of business and pleasure holds men’s thought.
Men have no time for ghosts. Lombard Street’s and Wall Street’s ghosts do
not, as such, attract man’s thought. Yet there ghosts influence and make
their presence felt, as surely as do the ghosts of a hamlet, nestling on the
side of a mountain near a dark forest, and the heaths at the border of a bog.

The city man is not in sympathy with ghosts. Not so the mountaineer,
peasant and sailor. Strange shapes which give signs are seen in clouds.
Dim forms move over forest floors. They tread lightly along the brink of
precipice and marsh, beckon the traveler into perils or give him warning.
Dark and airy figures walk moors and plains or lonely shores. They go
again through some happening on land; they re-enact a fateful drama of
the seas. The man of the city unaccustomed to such ghost tales, laughs at
them; he knows they cannot be true. Yet disbelief and ridicule by many
such, have given place to firm conviction and awe, after visiting haunts
where environment favors the appearance of ghosts.

At certain times the belief in ghosts is wider spread than at others.
Usually this is so after or during wars, pestilences, plagues. The reason is
that calamity and death are in the air. With little time and untrained by
study, the mind is turned to thoughts of death, and after. It gives audience
and gives life to shades of the dead. The Middle Ages were such a time. In
times of peace, when drunkenness, murder and crime are on the
decrease—such acts give birth to and perpetuate ghosts—ghosts are less
plentiful and less in evidence. The mind is turned from the death world to
this world and its life.

Ghosts come into and pass out of being whether or not man knows of
their being, whether he gives much or little thought to them. Because of
man, ghosts exist. While man continues as a thinking being and has
desires, ghosts will continue to exist.

With all the ghost tales told, records kept and books written about
ghosts, there seems to be no order as to kinds and varieties of ghosts. No
classification of ghosts has been given. No information of a science of
ghosts is at hand, that if one sees a ghost he might know what kind of a
ghost it is. One may learn to know and be unafraid of ghosts as of his
shadows without giving them too much attention or being unduly
influenced by them.



GHOSTS 3

The subject is one of interest, and information thereof which has its
bearing upon the progress of man, is of value.
(To be continued in the August issue of THE WORD)
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(Continued from page 3)

Ghosts of living men; ghosts of dead men (with or without mind) ;
ghosts which never were men. The ghosts of living men are: (a) the
physical ghost; (b) the desire ghost; (c) the thought ghost.

The physical ghost is the astral, semi-physical form, which holds the
cells and matter, called the physical body, in place. The matter of which
this astral form is composed is molecular, and within it is the potency of
cell life. This astral matter is plastic, fluctuating, alterable, protean,
plastic; and the astral body therefore admits of reduction into a small
compass and also of extension into giant size. This astral, semi-physical
form precedes the manifestation of life in the forms of the physical world.
The astral form of the entity to be born is present at and is necessary to
conception, and is the bond uniting into one the two germs of sex. The
astral form is the design after which an impregnated ovum, a single cell,
divides and sub-divides before placental development, dominated by
tendencies which the entity brings along from its antecedent lives. This
astral form is the mould into which during and after establishment of the
placental circulation the blood is drawn and on which the blood builds up
the organic physical structure. After birth, it is upon this form that
growth, maintenance and decay of the physical body depend. This form is
the automatic agent through which the processes of digestion and
assimilation, heart-beat and other involuntary functions are carried on.
This form is a medium by which influences from invisible worlds contact
and work on the physical body, and by which the physical reaches and
affects invisible worlds. This form body of the physical is the father-
mother and twin of its physical body. In it is the magnetic force which
magnetizes the cells and relates and welds them to each other in the
physical body. Upon the severance of this form from its physical body,
death results and disintegration begins.

GHOSTS and their phenomena can be grouped under three heads:
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This plastic form body of the physical body is the physical ghost of a
living man. In the average man it is lodged in and acts through all cells,
down to the minutest parts of the physical structure. It may, however, be,
by improper foods, alcohol, drugs, immoral and psychic practices,
dislodged and pass out from its physical body. After the form body of the
physical body has once become disjointed and left its physical body, then
such going out is likely to occur again. At each time the going out becomes
easier, until it occurs automatically under the excitement or nervous
affection.

Owing to their close relation, and the dependence of each on the
other, the physical ghost of a living man cannot go any great distance from
its physical twin, without risk of injury or death. An injury to the physical
ghost of a living man appears on his physical body at once, or soon after
the ghost re-enters its physical body. The cells, or matter in cellular
arrangement of the physical body, are disposed according to the molecular
form of the physical. Hence when the physical ghost is injured, that injury
appears on or in the physical body, because the cells of the physical body
adjust themselves to the molecular form.

Not all objects may injure the physical ghost, but only such things
may inflict an injury as have a molecular density, which is greater than
that of the physical ghost. The physical parts of an instrument cannot
injure the physical ghost; injury can be inflicted if the molecular body of
that physical instrument is of greater density than the physical ghost, or
that instrument is moved with a velocity sufficient to disturb the
arrangement of the molecules—not cells—of the physical ghost. The
particles of which the physical body is composed are too coarse and too far
removed from each other to contact the molecular matter of the physical
ghost. The physical ghost is composed of molecular matter, and it can be
acted on only by molecular matter. According to the arrangement and
density of the matter of a molecular body it will affect a physical ghost in
diverse degrees, just as different physical instruments will affect a
physical body in different ways. A feather pillow does not produce so
serious an injury to the body as a wooden club; and a sharp blade is more
likely to be fatal than the club.

The distance the physical ghost of a living man can go from the
physical body is usually not more than a few hundred feet. The distance is
determined by the elasticity of the astral body, and its magnetic power. If
the magnetic power is not enough to prevent the physical ghost from
drifting or being sent or drawn beyond the limit of the elasticity, the elastic
tie which connects the two and by which the ghost may re-enter its
physical body, will be snapped. This snapping means death. The ghost
cannot re-enter its physical form.

When enough of the fluctuating, molecular form body has exuded
from the physical and is not acted on by an outside entity or influence, nor
combines with that man’s desire ghost, it becomes visible to any person
having normal sight. In fact, it may become dense enough to be mistaken,
by a person not having sufficient knowledge, for the living physical body of
that man.
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The appearance of the physical ghost of a living man may be
conscious or unconscious; with intention or involuntarily; with or without
knowledge of the laws governing its manifestation.

From disease or some of the causes already given, when the mind is in
a state of abstraction, when the mind is switched off from the nerve centers
in the head, the molecular form may leave its physical body and appear as
the physical ghost of that man, without his knowing anything of the
apparition. When the mind is switched off from the nerve centers in the
head, a man is unaware of any appearance or action of his physical ghost.

The appearance of the physical ghost without man’s knowledge
maybe compelled by a hypnotist or a magnetizer who has that man under
control. The physical ghost may appear during deep sleep, when the mind
is switched off from the nerve centers, or during dream, while the mind is
in contact with the nerve centers and the sense area in the head, and the
ghost may act in accordance with the dream without the man being aware
that his ghost does so act.

The appearance of man’s physical ghost by volition may be caused by
his uttering certain sounds, by inhalation and retention and exhalation of
the breath for certain periods, or by other psychic practices, and at the
same time willing and imagining himself leaving or being outside his
physical body. When successful in his efforts, he will experience a
sensation of dizziness, or a temporary feeling of suffocation, or a feeling of
unconsciousness and uncertainty, and thereafter a feeling of lightness
and awareness; and he will find himself moving about at will and able to
see his physical body in the position it occupied at the time of his leaving it.
This volitional appearance of a physical ghost requires the presence of the
mind and its contact with the nerve centers in the head. The physical body
is then almost without ability to sense, as the senses are located in its
molecular form body which is now appearing as the physical ghost,
distinct from the physical body. When the appearance is caused by
unconscious, automatic and involuntary action, it is different from the
appearance which is the result of volition. When appearing unconsciously
to the man it seems to be in a dream or as a sleepwalker, and whether
shadowy or dense, it acts in an automatic way. When the mind acts in
conjunction with its molecular form and in it leaves its physical body, then
the apparition seems to one who sees it to be the physical man himself, and
it acts with stealth or candor, according to his nature and motives.

This volitional expulsion and apparition of the molecular form body,
away from the physical is attended with great danger. Some entity
inhabiting molecular spaces may take possession of the physical body, or
some unlooked for obstruction may prevent the complete return of the
molecular form to its physical body, and insanity or idiocy may follow, or
the connection between the form and the physical body may be severed
and death result.

While one who succeeds in appearing in his physical ghost outside his
physical body may be proud of his achievement, and of what he believes he
knows, yet with more knowledge he would not make any such attempt;
and, if he had so appeared, he would try to avoid and prevent any
recurrence. One who appears intentionally in his physical ghost outside
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his body, is never the same man he was before he made the attempt. Heis
unfitted for mental development independently of the senses, and he
cannot become in that life a master of himself.

No such volitional apparition of the physical ghost is made with full
knowledge of the laws and conditions by which it operates, and the
consequences which will ensue. Usually, such appearances are due to a
psychic development of an individual with much cunning and little
knowledge, and no appearance of the physical ghost can take place at
great distances from its physical body. When apparitions of living men
appear at considerable distance they are not physical ghosts but other
kinds.

(To be continued)
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(Continued from page 7)

seldom one desire strong enough to control and draw other

desires into its special bent; then, because people no longer

believe and men now lack confidence in their power to control
and manifest their desire; and third, because the desire ghost is generally
not visible to physical sight. Yet there are desire ghosts of living men
which, at times, become visible.

The desire ghost of a living man is made of invisible, intangible matter
with power which surrounds him; it pulls, and surges through the body,
fires the nerves and urges the organs and senses toward their objects of
desire. This is a part of cosmic desire, apportioned to, and appropriated
and individuated by man. It surrounds each animal body as a quivering,
surging, rushing vortical mass, and enters through the breath, the senses
and organs, smoulders in the body, or sets the blood on fire; it burns and
consumes, or it burns without consuming, according to the nature of the
desire. Such is the stuff of which are made the desire ghosts ofliving men.

Desire is energy without form. A ghost must have some form, and
desire, before it can become a desire ghost, must take form. It takes form
in the astral, molecular, form body of the physical cell body. Within the
astral form body of the physical is the potency of all forms. That it may
appear as the ghost of a living man, shifting, changeable desire must
become fixed and moulded into a form. The form it takes is one which
expresses the nature of the manifesting desire. The senses cannot
distinguish nor weigh nor measure a desire when it acts through them.
They are dependent on desire for their action and desire is opposed to and
eludes analysis through the senses.

Desire may be comprehended under two aspects: desire-matter and
desire-force. Desire-matter is the mass; desire-force is the power, energy
or driving quality inherent in and inseparable from the mass. This energy-
mass ebbs and flows, like tides, through the physical body; but it is subtile.

’ I \ HE desire ghost of a living man is rarely seen, because there is
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Man is so overcome and carried away by its rise and fall, aggress and
retreat, that he does not so focus the light of his mind as to see and
understand the mist, like iron-sulphur vapors and fire clouds, with which
it surrounds him, nor the ebb and flow and the workings of desire through
his senses and organs. The desire in and around man is not visible to
physical sight, nor can it be seen by clairvoyants of the ordinary class. The
vapors and clouds issuing from and surrounding man, are not his ghost,
but they are the material which, when controlled and condensed into form,
become the desire ghost. Though unseen, desire and its clouds are as
actual as the breath of man. Desire is not outlined and cannot be handled,
butits activities are felt through every sense and organ of man.

The cells of which the physical body is made are small and of very fine
matter. The molecular form body within them and on which the physical
is built is finer. Finer still, is desire. Within every organ and center of the
body is latent desire. The channel through which the surging desire
without, acts on the latent desire within the body, is the blood. Desire
gains entrance to the blood through one of the breaths, the desire breath.
Thought and motive determine the nature and quality of the desires, and
permits their passage through the breath. After active desire has entered
the blood through the breath, it awakens and kindles the latent desires of
the organs. The desires so awakened find expression through their
respective organs. The many may be controlled by one desire dominating
and using them for its own ends. When the desires are controlled by a
dominant desire they are condensed by such control, and this
condensation is moulded into the form which most nearly expresses the
nature of the controlling desire. Such a desire is formed according to some
special animal type.

To give form to unformed desire and to specialize it, into what is
always an animal type, desire must be governed and turned from the
physical to the psychic plane, where it receives its special and separate
form. It is then a desire ghost acting in the psychic world. All animal
forms are specialized types of desire.

Unformed desire is vented through uncontrolled passions, such as
anger, rapaciousness, hate, or as sensuality, guile, gluttony, rapine,
slaughter, an intense desire for theft, and for possession of persons and
property without regard to rights and responsibilities. Such desire when
not given vent by physical action, but controlled and turned through the
psychic nature, may become a desire ghost in the form of a tiger or a wolf.
Strong sexual desire, when controlled and forced from the physical to the
psychic nature, may become a desire ghost specialized in the form of a
bull, a serpent, a sow. Desires do not become desire ghosts by sudden
fusion of spasmodic desires into desire ghosts. A desire ghost is the result
of a strong and steady desire, controlled through its particular psychic
areas in the physical body. The formation of the desire ghost in animal
types, is done through that psychic center and physical organ which
corresponds and is related to the type. A desire ghost must be formed in
the pelvic or the abdominal region and by means of its particular organ
therein. For instance, a ravenous appetite would be controlled and
condensed by means of the organ and center, such as the stomach and
solar plexus corresponding to the desire; lust through the generative
organs and centers.
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When the physical body is pampered by luxury, dulled by gluttony,
weakened by anger, or drained by sexuality, desire cannot be specialized
and given form as a desire ghost, except for the briefest period; because
where there is no restraint there is no strength, and because when that
desire is vented through the physical, it cannot take form through the
psychic nature. But when there is no opportunity for physical
gratification of a desire, or when there is opportunity but no gratification,
then the desire increases in strength and will induce, suggest, compel
thought about it and its nature. The mind will then linger and brood over
that particular desire, which, by restraint and brooding, will be hatched
out as a desire ghost into the psychic world through its special center and
organ. Each organ in the abdominal and pelvic regions of the physical
human body is the parent through which many and various forms are
fashioned.

Desire is the energy-matter; breath gives it entrance to the circulating
blood through which it passes into its organs, where it is condensed and
formed; but the mind causes its form. It is formed through thought. The
brain is the apparatus which the mind contacts and through which the
processes of thought are carried on.

If the mind will not incline toward the suggestions or demands of
desire, desire cannot take form and cannot be given physical expression.
Only by the inclination of the mind to desire can desire take form. The
inclination of the mind toward a desire gives that particular desire
sanction and form. The light of the mind is not, cannot, be cast directly on
the desire and the organ in which the desire is condensing in the process of
formation. The light of the mind comes toward desire through many nerve
centers between the organ of desire and the brain. The mind’s light is
refracted and reflected on the desire by the nerves and nerve centers,
which act as conductors and mirrors between the organ of desire and the
brain. By the inclination of the mind through thought, to the suggestions
and demands of desire, and by restraint of physical desire, the desires are
specialized and may be given forms and sent out into the psychic world, as
desire ghosts of living men.

These desire ghosts of living men may be held in leash, or sent out at
the bidding of their makers who can master them, or again the desire
ghosts may go out to prowl and prey like wild beasts, upon their victims.
These victims are either persons with similar desires but without the
strength to specialize them into forms; or the victims are the progenitors of
the ghosts, for these desire ghosts often return to haunt, ravish and
destroy their makers. He who lingers over and nurtures in thought a
secret vice, should take heed and change the thought to that of a manly
virtue lest he become the parent of a monster which will haunt him and
work on him in folly or fury, according to its nature and force; or, worse,
which ,before it turns on him, will prey upon the weak-minded and desire-
loving, and induce or drive them to acts of theft, licentiousness, lust and
murder.

Desire ghosts haunt and hunt those who have similar desires in kind
and in quality. Danger from such ghosts is increased because they are
usually unseen, and their existence is unknown or discredited.
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The term of life of a desire ghost of living man may be until such time
as the man wills to change and transmute it, or as long as the life of its
parent lasts, or as long after the man’s death as the ghost can feed on the
desires and acts of others of like nature; or, until it ventures beyond its
right of action—in which case it may be arrested and destroyed by an
officer of the Great Law.

A desire ghost has a right to existence. It acts within its right as long
as it associates with and preys upon those who desire or invite or challenge
its presence by their desires and thoughts; and it acts within the law when
it haunts or subjects the one who called it into being, if it succeeds in
gaining mastery over him. But it runs the risk of arrest and destruction
when it would force another to its desire against his will, or when it seeks
entrance into the atmosphere of one who has no similar desire and whose
will is opposed to it, or if it should attempt to enter and take possession of
any other physical body than that through which it was given form. If any
such unlawful attempts are made by it, from its own inherent impulse, or
by order of its parent, then: it may be destroyed by the will of the one whom
it unlawfully attacks, or by a being who is an officer of the Great Law, who
has conscious existence and definite, prescribed duties in the psychic
world. Ifadesire ghostis ordered to act outside the law by its parent and is
destroyed while so acting, its destruction rests on its living parent and he
suffers a loss of power and may be otherwise psychically injured and
mentally disabled.
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accounts of persons having experiences with some of the facts

stated and with what is here named the desire ghost, desire

ghosts exist and may become visible. One interested in
psychology and abnormal phenomena should not disbelieve, deny, ignore,
or ridicule, but should rather examine and try to understand and learn to
know, the causes of the production of ghosts and the consequences
resulting from them, and he should try to make a right use of what he
knows.

Desire ghosts are most often seen at night and during dreams. The
animal forms one sees in dreams are generally desire ghosts or reflections
of desire ghosts. The reflections are pale, shadowy likenesses of animal
types. Harmless, colorless and without self movement, they appear to be
shifted hither and thither without purpose.

Desire ghosts in dreams have color and movement. They produce
apprehension, fear, anger or other emotions, after the nature of the
animals they are and the strength of the desire by which they are impelled.
Desire ghosts are more dangerous when not seen than when seen, in
dreams; because, invisible, their victim is less likely to make resistance.
The desire ghosts of living men may take their human shapes; but then the
animal which the desire is will show and dominate the shape, or the ghost
may be animal with human semblance, or half human, half animal in
form, or some other monstrous combination of human and animal parts.
This is determined by intensity and singleness of desire, or by a variety or
combination of desires.

Not all animal forms in dream are desire ghosts of living men. Ghosts
which are desire ghosts may act with or without the knowledge of those
from whom they come. Usually such ghosts do not act with the knowledge
of those who create them. Men are, as a rule, not enough centered upon
one of their desires so that that desire may accumulate force and density
sufficiently for a man to become conscious of it in his sleep. The ordinary
desire ghost of a living man goes to the person or place to which the desire

R EGARDLESS of the general failure to believe in legends and in the
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impels, and will act according to the nature of the desire, and as the person
acted on may permit.

The animal types of living men which appear in dreams are vivid or
indistinct. They remain long or pass quickly; they show ferocity,
friendliness, indifference; and they may compel submission by terror, or
stimulate one’s resistance, or evoke power of discrimination in the
dreamer.

When a man is obsessed by an absorbing desire, and devotes to it
much time and thought, then this desire will eventually take form and
appear frequently or nightly in his or others’ dreams, though others seeing
it may not know from whom it comes. By long practice with their intense
and defined desires, some men have succeeded in projecting their desire
forms during sleep and in acting consciously in these forms in dream. In
such cases these desire ghosts of living men can be seen not only by the
dreamer, but they may also be seen by some who are awake and fully
conscious of their senses.

The werwolf of tradition may serve as an example. Not all who have
given testimony about werwolves should be considered untruthful nor the
evidence of their senses unsound. Testimony of experiences with
werwolves, separated in time and coming from different sources and yet
agreeing about the chief feature of the experience, the wolf, ought to cause
a man of thought not only to suspend judgment, but to conclude that there
must be some substantial fact underlying the werwolf, even if he has had
no such experience himself. Owing to the conditions of such an
experience, the one who experiences does not understand, and those who
hear of it call it a “hallucination.”

A werwolf is a man-wolf or wolf-man. The werwolf story is that a
person having the power of transformation may become changed into a
wolf, and that, having acted as a wolf, he reassumes his human form. The
werwolf story comes from many regions which are bleak and barren, where
life is barbaric and cruel, the times pitiless and hard.

There are many phases of the werwolf story. While walking on a
lonely road a wanderer heard footsteps behind. On looking back at a wild
stretch of the road, he observed somebody following him. The distance
was soon lessened. He was seized with fright and increased his pace, but
the one who followed gained on him. As the pursuer came closer, an
uncanny feeling filled the air. The one who followed and who seemed a
man became a wolf. Horror fell upon the wanderer; fear gave wings to his
feet. But the wolf remained close behind, seeming to wait only for the
victim’s strength to fail before devouring him. But just as the wanderer
had fallen or was about to fall, he became unconscious, or he heard the
crack of a gun. The wolf vanished, or seemed wounded and limped away,
or, on the recovery of his senses the wanderer found his rescuer beside him
and a dead wolf at his feet.

A wolf is always the subject of the story; one or several persons may
see a man, and then the wolf, or a wolf only. The wolf may or may not
attack; the one pursued may fall and become unconscious; when he comes
to, the wolf has gone, though it may appear to have been over the wanderer
when he fell; and, one pursued by a werwolf may afterward be found dead,
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though, if a werwolf was the cause of his death, his body will not be torn,
and may not even show any sign of injury.

If there is an actual wolf in the story and the wolf is killed or captured,
that wolf was not a werwolf, but a wolf. Stories concerning actual wolves
when told from ignorance and embellished by fancy, cause even the
serious minded to discredit werwolf stories. Butthere is a difference.

A wolf is a physical animal. A werwolf is not physical, but is human
desire in psychic animal form. For every werwolf seen there is a living
human from whom it comes.

The type of any animal may become visualized in form as a desire
ghost. The werwolf is here given as an example because it is the most
widely known of such appearances. There is a natural cause and there are
natural processes for every appearance of a werwolf which are not based
on fright or fancy. To make and project a desire ghost as a werwolf or other
animal, one must have that power naturally or have acquired the power by
training and practice.

To see a desire ghost one must be sensitive to psychic influences.
This does not mean that no one but a psychic can see a desire ghost.
Because desire ghosts are made of desire matter, psychic matter, they are
visible probably to those in whom the psychic nature is active or developed,
but persons called “hard headed” who did not believe in psychical
manifestations and who were considered not sensitive to psychical
influences, have seen desire ghosts while in the company of other persons
and when alone.

A desire ghost is the more easily visible the more volume and density
of desire its maker has, and the truer he keeps it to its type. A person who
inherits the power or has the natural gift of producing desire ghosts, often
produces them involuntarily and without knowing of his creation. But he
will at some time become aware of his productions, and then his course of
action is determined by all his previous motives and acts which have led up
toit.

One who has this natural gift produces his ghost at night while he is
asleep. His desire ghost can be seen at night only. The desire which he
had harbored in the preceding day or days gathers in force at night, takes
the form which most nearly presents its type of desire and by its very force
of desire emerges from its matrix in its organ of the body of its maker. Then
it wanders about until it is attracted to some object of desire to which it is
kindred, or it goes at once to some place or person with whom it has as
desire been connected in the mind of its parent. Any within the sphere of
its action and sufficiently in touch with the nature of that desire ghost will
see it as a wolf, fox, lion, bull, tiger, snake, bird, goat or other animal. The
maker may be unconscious of the wanderings and actions of his desire
ghost, or he may dream that he is doing what his desire ghost is doing.
When he so dreams he may not seem to himself to be the animal his desire
ghost is. After its wanderings as animal the desire ghost returns to its
maker, the man, and reenters into his constitution.

The ghost maker by training makes and projects his ghost
consciously and intentionally. He, too, projects his desire ghost usually at
night and during sleep; but some have by training and persistence become
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so proficient that they have projected their desire ghosts during waking
hours in the day. The trained ghost maker who projects his desire ghost at
night and during sleep usually has a place arranged for his purposes and
to which he retires. There he takes certain precautions against intrusion
and prepares himself for what he is to do during sleep by carefully enacting
in thought that which he would do. He may also go through a certain
ceremony which he knows to be necessary. Then he takes the position
customary to his work, and with fixed purpose in his mind and strong
desire he leaves the waking state and enters sleep, and then, while his
body reclines, awakes in sleep and becomes that desire ghost and
attempts to do that which he had planned in the waking state.

The ghost maker who can project his desire ghost in the day and
without having passed into the state of sleep, adopts similar methods. He
acts with more precision and is more conscious of the part he takes while
actingin the psychic world. The desire ghost may meet and act with others
of its kind. But such joint action of desire ghosts usually takes place in
special seasons and at certain times.

Motive and thought are the factors which determine which of the
animal forms the desire ghost is to be. Motive sanctions and gives
direction and thought brings the desire into form. The animal shapes of
the desire ghosts are a variety of expressions of many sided desire, but
desire is the principle and source from which they all spring. The reason
why the majority of these ghosts appear in the form of animals which are
savage or inimical, is that the personality acting with desire has
selfishness as its keynote, and selfishness and desire act to get and to
hold. The stronger the personality grows, the more it has of desire and the
more it desires. These persistent and strong desires, when not satisfied or
weakened through physical means, take the type which best expresses
their nature, and, as desire ghosts, seek to obtain and satisfy themselves
through the psychic state with what they were not able to get through the
physical. This the selfish man learns, and trains himself to do. Butin the
doing and getting he must obey the laws of the action of desire and the
means by which desire acts. So he acts as the form of an animal which
expresses the nature of his desire.

One who has become proficient in the sending forth of his desire ghost
is not concerned merely with the getting of money. He wants something
more than can be bought with money. He wants continued existence in a
physical body, and the means of gratifying his other desires, chief among
which is the getting of power. When he has reached this stage he cares for
money, only in so far as it will furnish the physical conditions in which he
will further his desires and the getting of power through psychic means.
His chief aim and purpose is to have increase of life; to live. So he takes life
from others, to increase his own. If he cannot accomplish this through the
magnetic touch and drawing on the psychic atmospheres of people, then
he gains his ends through obsession of a blood-sucking or flesh-loving
animal, such as a vampire, or a bat, or a wolf. A vampire, a bat or a wolf are
oftenest used by the ghost maker of training as a means by which he
absorbs life from another to add it to and prolong his own, because the bat
and wolf are blood takers and will seek human prey.
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Above a description was given, how desire finds entrance through the
human body into the blood, and how it finds life and activity in the blood
stream. There is a certain vital essence which acts with desire in the blood
stream. This vital essence acting with desire, will build or burn up tissue,
give birth to or destroy cells, shorten or prolong life, and give life or cause
death. Itis this vital essence which the ghost maker by training, desires to
get in order to increase or prolong his own life. This vital essence and
desire is different in the human blood than in the blood of animals. The
essence and desire in animal blood will not answer his purpose.

Sometimes a ghostly bat or ghostly wolf may take possession of a
physical bat or wolf and stimulate the physical thing to action, and then
profit by the result of the blood-getting. Then the physical bat or wolf has
the human blood, but the desire ghost bat has drawn out from it the vital
essence and the desire principle of the blood. Then it returns to its parent,
the ghost maker who sent it forth, and transfers to his organization what it
has taken from its victim. If the ghost maker’s desire is of the nature of a
wolf he projects and sends forth a desire ghost wolf, which obsesses a wolf
or dominates a pack of wolves that seek human prey. When a desire ghost
wolf has obsessed and impels a physical wolf to human prey, it may not
intend to kill, it may only intend to wound and to draw blood. Itis easier or
safer to obtain its object by drawing blood only; serious consequences may
attend a killing. Seldom does it intend to kill; but when the natural desire
of the physical wolf is aroused it is sometimes difficult to restrain it from
killing.

If a person sensitive to psychic influences sees a physical wolf
obsessed by the desire ghost of a living man, the desire ghost wolf may
show human semblance, and the human form may even be seen
psychically in connection with the wolf. This human semblance
alternating with the form of wolf, may have caused many to affirm
positively they had seen a man change into a wolf, or a wolf into a
man—and hence the possible origin of a werwolf legend or story. The
object of the wolf may be to eat the human flesh, but the object of the ghost
wolf always is to absorb the life essence and desire principle from the
human blood, and to transfer it to the organism of the ghost maker who
sent it forth.

As a probable evidence of this vital essence and desire principle,
craved by one who lives chiefly to take life to prolong his own, one may
consider certain results produced by the transfusion of human blood: how
a person, suffering from exhaustion or in a dying condition, has been
revived and made to live by even a single transfusion of healthy human
blood from another person. It is not the physical blood which causes the
results. The physical blood is only the medium, by means of which the
results are obtained. Itis the vital essence and desire in the physical blood
that cause the results. They stimulate and enliven the physical body
which is at low ebb, and bring it in touch with the vortex of desire
surrounding that body, and bring it into relation with the universal life
principle. The vital essence is the spirit of life; desire is the medium which
attracts the vital essence to the blood; blood is the carrier of desire and vital
essence to the physical body.
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It should not be supposed that the ghost maker by training, here
spoken of, exists in great numbers, nor that one, with a little practice, or
with instruction from an alleged teacher of so-called occultism, can
become a desire ghost maker.

Occultism is a term generally misused. Occultism is not to be
confounded with the mass of rubbish popularly attributed to it. It is a
great science. It does not encourage the practice of projecting these
ghosts, though it explains the laws by which they are produced. None of
those who have fooled with and been fooled by the teachings and the
teachers of popular occult lore, so called, have the patience or the courage
or determination to become more than dabblers in psychic nonsence, who
quit as losers when they have had enough of their play, or else fail, and
turn in terror from the first of the dangers they must encounter and go
through. They are not of the stuff of which ghost makers by training are
made, and it is well for them that they are not. The ghost maker by
training, here described, is a leech, a ghoul, a vampire in human form, a
scourge of humanity. He is a nemesis of the weak; but should not be
feared by the strong.

(To be continued)



THE

WORD
4

VOL. 18 NOVEMBER, 1913. No. 2

Copyright, 1914 by H. W. PERCIVAL.

GHOSTS.

(Continued from page 17).

are comparatively few persons who can by training produce such

ghosts, while those who by nature produce desire ghosts are

somewhat more numerous. The desire ghost maker by nature
produces many of these ghosts, as his desires are strong.

Itis an unusual thing to see one of these ghosts in the waking state. If
seen, they are seen mostly in dream. Yet they influence people awake as
well as those asleep. The objects of these desire ghosts are not as easily
accomplished when the persons victimized are awake, as if they are asleep.
Because, when people are awake, the mind, being active, often resists the
influences of the desire ghost.

The accomplishment of the purpose of a desire ghost depends upon
the similarity of the desires in the ghost and the person it approaches.
When the waking mind removes its influence from the sleeping body, the
secret desires become active and attract other desires. Because of the
secret desires waking people have—and which are often not suspected
even by others—they attract and become victims of desire ghosts, in
dreams.

There are certain means by which one can protect himself from desire
ghosts, awake or in dream. Of course, the first thing to do is not to harbor
any desire the moral sense and conscience tell is wrong. Condemn the
desire. Take this positive attitude. Substitute the opposite desire, known
to be right. Realize that desire is a potential animal. Realize that the I
being is not the desire, nor wants what the desire wants. Realize that a
human beingis distinct from desire.

One who understands this and is positive, is not likely to be troubled
by desire ghosts in the waking state.

If desires connected with other persons make themselves gradually or
suddenly felt in the waking state, or if a desire seems to impel one todo a

S UCH desire ghosts are not as numerous as might be supposed. There
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thing he would not of himself do, he should take his attention off the thing,
surround himself with the I influence. He should realize that the I is
immortal; that it cannot be injured or made to do anything which it wills
not to do; that the reason he feels the desire is that the I is under the
influence of the senses, but that the senses can be injured only if the I
allows them to be fearful and afraid of the influence. When a man thinks
thus, it is impossible to be afraid. He is fearless, and a desire ghost cannot
remain in that atmosphere. It has toleave it; else it will be destroyed in the
atmosphere thus created.

To protect himselfin dream against desire ghosts, a person on retiring
should not have any desire he knows to be wrong. The attitude of mind
held during day will largely determine his dreams. Just before retiring he
should charge his senses not to submit to any influences inimical to his
body. He should charge them to call him if his body be unable to resist any
inimical influence and to awake the body. After he has retired he should,
passing into sleep, create the atmosphere and put himselfinto the attitude
that would prevent his being over-powered in the waking state.

There are physical things which might be done for protection, but if
physical means are resorted to it will always keep the man under the power
of the senses. At some time a man must free himself from the senses and
realize that he is a mind, a man. Therefore no physical means are here
given.

Thought Ghosts of Living Men will appear in the next issue of THE
WORD.
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physical ghost, nor of the matter (desire) of which the desire ghost

is composed. The thought ghost is of matter which belongs to the

mental world. The matter of which thought ghosts is made is life
matter, atomic matter.

A thought ghost is not a thought. The thought ghost of a living man is
the thing produced by combined action of his mind in one line, on matter in
the mental world.

The thought ghost is of two kinds, the abstract or formless thought
ghost, and the defined or imaged thought ghost. The abstract is made
from matter in the mental world, collected by the centering of the mind on a
subject of thought. The defined thought ghost originates when the mind
makes a mental image and holds that image until it takes form. The
positive mind creates thought ghosts, the negative mind creates none, but
its action adds to the material and force of thought ghosts. Their field of
action is continually in the thought world, but some may take form and
appear to the physical eye. A thought ghost is subject to cycles for
manifestation and varying activity, which cycles may be of long or short
duration.

There are dangers as well as advantages connected with the influence
of thought ghosts. Thought ghosts hover over families and races. Even
the age has and leaves its thought ghost.

The cause of a thought ghost is a motive. The nature of the motive
determines the nature of the thought ghost and the effects of the ghost on
those it acts. The motive in the mind causes the mind to act on the body.
The mind is, for the time, centered in the heart, there extracting from the
blood certain life essence, which ascends into the cerebellum, passes
along the convolutions of the cerebrum, and is acted on by nerves from the
five sense centers. The nervous action aids in the formation of the thought
ghost, like as do the ferments and secretions in the digestion of the food.

’ I \HE thought ghost is not of the matter (molecular) of which the
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This blood essence, and the nerve force, which are matter (though finer
than what is subject to chemical analysis) form and are grouped, in and
throughout the image held in the mind. This image, more or less complete,
is impelled outward through one of the sense organs, by the motive. It may
also be sent through the forehead, from a place between the eyes. This
much concerning the imaged thought ghost, such as the figure of a person
or anything having a mental form.

The formless thought ghost is without an image, there being no
physical image to fashion after. But the formless thought ghost, such as a
thought of death, disease, war, commerce, wealth, religion, has often as
much or more influence as the imaged thought ghost. The material used
from the body is the same, however, the nervous force is used to produce
the sensation corresponding to the same center, such as fear without
seeing or hearing anything, or the apprehension of activity without a
definite thing acting.

As regards the thought ghost produced by an individual. There is
first the thought ghost produced without the person’s intending or even
supposing that he produces a thought ghost. Then there is the thought
ghost produced with the intention of the producer.

Ghosts produced unconsciously and unintentionally are such as the
poverty ghost, grief ghost, self-pity ghost, gloom ghost, fear ghost, disease
ghost, variety ghost.

A man who is haunted by the thought ghost of poverty is one who
works and saves constantly, because he is afraid he will die forsaken in the
poor house. In a position of competence and even affluence, he is subject
to the power of that ghost, and to the fear of destitution and helplessness.
A person’s poverty ghost is caused either by the person’s seeing such
misery around him or hearing of it and fancying himself in such
conditions. Or his thought ghost was caused by impressions received in
the mind in a past life, by his actually losing his fortune and actual
suffering of poverty.

A person over whom broods a grief ghost is grieved by the most
insignificant and inconsequential. @ He borrows trouble—if he has
none—to feed his grief ghost. Conditions of ease or of hardship make no
difference. Some like to go to funerals, hospitals, places of suffering, like
to hear sad news, just to cry and be miserable and give their ghost
satisfaction.

A self-pity ghost is a ridiculous phase of extreme egotism, which
creates and feeds it.

The fear ghost is caused by lack of confidence in one’s self, and it may
be due to a feeling that just karmic retribution which is over the fearsome,
will soon be precipitated on him. This may be a part of his karmic
punishment. Were such a man willing to meet justice, then he would not
make nor feed a fear ghost.

A trouble ghost leads to getting into trouble. The apprehension of
trouble creates trouble if there is none, and brings those whom the trouble
ghost rides into it. Wherever they go there is trouble. Such a man will
always get under things that are falling, and, with the best of intentions, he
will cause quarrels and suffer himself.
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The health ghost and disease ghost are much the same. Constantly
trying to avoid disease by holding the—what is called—health thought in
the mind, creates a disease ghost. The people troubled by a disease ghost
are always looking for physical culture, new breakfast and other health
foods, are driven to study dietetics, and feel the ghost with their continued
thought of these things.

Avanity ghost is a mental thing built upon little substance by thought
of self-conceit, glitter, gloss and showing off, and the wish for admiration
by no matter whom. Only such as are of little weight, and make a business
of deceiving themselves about their lack of merit and importance, create
and feed a vanity ghost. Such a ghost demands a constant glossing over of
their deficiencies. These vanity ghosts are the things to which is due the
constant change of fashions, styles, fads and mannerisms.

All of these ghosts are among the formless thought ghosts of the
individual

Thought ghosts produced intentionally are produced for a certain
purpose by people who know some of the results which come from the
production of a thought ghost. These people do not call it by this name of
thought ghost; nor is the name of thought ghost generally used.
Intentional producers of thought ghosts are today among the practitioners
of Christian Science and Mental Science, among members of some so-
called Occult Societies or Secret Societies, and among members of the
priesthood, and there are hypnotists and some detached individuals not
belonging to any of these classes, who create thought ghosts intentionally.

The business of the Christian and Mental Scientists is to cure disease
and be in affluence and comfort. To cure disease they “hold the thought of
health,” or “deny the disease.” In certain cases they create a thought ghost
of disease, a thought ghost of insanity, a thought ghost of death, and they
direct the thought ghost against persons who have opposed them in their
work, antagonized them personally or their authority or otherwise
incurred their enmity. Whichever of these ghosts it may be, the producer
intentionally makes the thought ghost and sends it against the person he
wants to punish with disease, insanity, or death.

Formerly those who practiced the “Black Arts” made a little waxen
image which represented the person to be proceded against. Then the
magician inflicted upon the wax figure the injuries he wanted the real
enemy to be afflicted with. For instance, the magician would stick pins
into, or burn the image, or hurt its eye, or other organs; and the real person
was similarly affected, according to the power of the magician. Sticking
the pins into the image did not hurt the live enemy, but it served the
magician as a means to concentrate his thought ghost and direct it to the
person he had in mind. Today the wax figure may or may not be used. A
photograph of the enemy may be used. And even no physical figure or
picture may be used.

Some members of the cults named have been made aware of the
power carried by such thought ghosts. Such malignant thought ghosts
have been designated by the phrase “malicious animal magnetism,” coined
by Mrs. Eddy of the Christian Scientists, and familiarly called “M. A. M.”
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There are certain secret societies in which ceremonies are performed,
with a view to produce thought ghosts intended to serve its members and
influence others or hurt them.

Among the priesthood were and are many who produce thought
ghosts intentionally. In the Middle Ages were many priests who were more
proficient with those wax figures than the so-called magicians. Some
priests today have a better understanding of the manner of the working of
thought ghosts and the results which can be accomplished by them than is
generally believed. Especially backsliders from the Catholic Church and
persons prominent in life who are desirable to that church as proselytes,
are often made to feel the powerful influence of the thought ghosts created
by practices, individual and concerted, of certain ecclesiastics. One such
practitioner in Italy, answering the question whether the Catholic Church
missed the power once made to be felt through its inquisition, and whether
it would not use the instruments again if it had the power, said that
instruments of torture were crude and out of date and perhaps now
unnecessary, and that the same results could be obtained now by methods
akin to hypnotism.

The desire age is on the ebb. We are entering the thought age. The
thought ghosts of living men do more permanent harm and produce more
fatal results in their age than desire ghosts did in any age.

Even those disinclined to believe in their being such things as thought
ghosts, cannot fail to feel the power of a thought ghost of memory. Such a
ghost is not created as are the thought ghosts above mentioned, and does
not directly affect any but the one who has called it into being. The
memory thought ghost is created by bringing into mental form an action
once ignobly done or shamefully omitted, whereby is created a stinging
feeling of unworthiness, littleness, remorse. Around this feeling the
person’s thoughts cluster, until they are given permanent mental form.
Then there is a memory ghost. It appears from time to time and is like a
skeleton in a closet. Everyone who has been active in the world knows of
just such ghosts, which at times overshadow his own life.

To be continued
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thinking over some particular trait, feature, aim, misfortune of

himself or his family. Continued thoughts add force and body to

and make a more complete thing, a definite entity of the original
thought. So far, there is only an individual thought ghost bearing upon a
person’s family and its members’ traits of excellence or doom to
misfortune. His thought communicated to other members of the family
causes members of the family to value some of his deeds, be impressed,
with the belief in the reality of the family trait or the certainty and warning
of impending misfortune, or other feature in which the originator believed.
The group of the thoughts of the family or clan centred around the
particular feature of the family or clan, forms a family thought ghost.

One member is impressed by others with the importance and reality
of the belief and then contributing his share of belief, adds to the strength
and life and influence of the thought ghost.

Among family thought ghosts are such as the thought ghosts of the
honor, pride, gloom, death and fortune, or financial success of the family.
The thought ghost of honor starts with the doing of some praiseworthy,
exceptional deed by some member of a family, which deed brought general
recognition. Thinking of this deed continued, incites other members of the
family or clan, to similar deeds.

The pride ghost has for its essence the thought of the family name
rather than the thought of a noble deed and the doing of similar deeds.
The pride ghost then causes those it influences to think of themselves
being, as members of their family, better than others. It often prevents
unworthy deeds which might injure the name or hurt the family pride, but
often it has another effect by allowing iniquitous actions because covered
by the family pride; and further, it tends to foster boastfulness and empty,
unworthy conceit. The pride ghost is often good in its initial influence, but
becomes a sorry and ridiculous affair in the end, when a person has
nothing of himself to be proud of, but has only the family ghost of the
name.

I \AMILY thought ghosts get their start by some one in a family



GHOSTS 25

The family thought ghost of calamity begins usually by a pet theory
of a person that something is going to happen. This theory extends to
members of the family, and becomes a fact. Something then does happen.
This supports the theory, and the thought ghost of calamity takes hold of
the minds of the family. Usually the ghost manifests to them as
forewarnings; they live in a gloom of apprehension that something is going
to happen. That thought compels the happenings. The family nurses the
ghost by noting and telling the many happenings of disasters and
tragedies in the family. Little incidents are magnified and given
importance. By this the ghost is nourished. This line of thought makes
people impressionable and tends to the development of the astral senses of
clairaudience and clairvoyance. If the warnings of impending danger or
disaster are true, it is a question whether it is better to be apprised or not to
know. These warnings are often received clairaudiently or through
clairvoyance. They come as warnings by a certain walil that is heard, a
certain sentence which is repeated and heard by one of the members of the
family; or the family ghost will manifest as an appearance in the figure of a
man, woman, child, or an object, like a dagger, appearing, or a symbol, like
a cross being seen. Depending on the particular prophetic sign, sickness
of amember, an accident, loss of something are indicated.

Warnings by a deceased mother or other member do not come under
this head. They are dealt with under the heading Ghosts of Dead Men.
But the calamity thought ghost can be made to appear by the thought of
the living members of a family, in the form of a deceased ancestor or
relative.

The family thought ghost of insanity may have its genesis in the
pondering of one on the thought of insanity and connecting an ancestor
with the thought, and impressing his mind with the thought that there is
an ancestral strain of insanity. The thought may be suggested to him by
some one else. But it will not have any effect unless he conceives in his
mind the thougth of insanity as a family strain. The belief communicated
to and received by members of the family connects them with the ghost,
which grows in importance and influence. If there be indeed a hereditary
strain of insanity, it will not have as much as such a ghost to do with any
particular member of the family becoming insane. The family insanity
thought ghost may obsess a member of the family and be the direct cause
of his insanity.

The death ghost usually gets its inception in a curse. The curse
hurled at or prediction about a person or members of his family is
impressed upon his mind and he builds up the mental spectre of death.
When he dies or the member dies, the death ghost is established and given
a place in the thoughts of the family and is nourished by their thoughts, as
are the other family thought ghosts. The death ghost is fearfully expected
to perform his duty in time, by officiating through some manifestation at
the time the death of some one in the family approaches. The
manifestation is often the breaking of a mirror, or other furniture, or the
fall of something suspended from the wall, or a bird flying into the room
and falling dead, or some other manifestation the family knows to be the
sign of the presence of the death ghost.
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The fortune ghost comes into existence through worship of the
thought of fortune by a person. He becomes the head of the family. By his
worship of the thought of fortune he makes connection with the money
spirit, and becomes obsessed by this spirit. The money spirit is a separate
entity and not the ghost of fortune, yet it inspirites and makes the family
fortune thought ghost active. The thought ghost makes actual connection
with the individual members of the family, and, if they respond to the
thought demanded for the feeding and maintenance of the ghost, the
fortune ghost will overshadow them and be the vehicle through which the
money spirit will act. For generations this fortune thought ghost of the
family will be a thing which will make the gold flow into the family coffers.
But in order to have this continue for generations, the original thought
ghost maker and worshipper will communicate to his descendant, and
they will pass on the idea to perpetuate the ghost in the family, and so the
particular means are passed on by which the accumulation is had. Itis as
though a compact were made between the family thought ghost and the
members of the family. Instances of such families will readily come to
mind. The name of the controlling entity is not known as family thought
ghost of fortune.

Any family thought ghost will continue as long as it is nourished by
thought from the members of the family. Persons outside the family can
remind the family of the ghost, but only those of the family can perpetuate
the ghost. The family thought ghost dies from lack of nourishment, or else
it may be broken up or destroyed by one or more members of the family.
Aggressive disbelief is not enough to destroy a thought ghost. That may
put the particular disbelieving member out of touch for a time with the
influence of the family thought ghost. To dissipate the thought ghost,
something must be done actively and the thought must be contrary to the
nature of the ghost. This doing and thinking by a member of the family will
have a dissipating action upon the body of the thought ghost, and will also
act upon the minds of the other members of the family and prevent them
from giving maintenance to the ghost.

The honor thought ghost begins to be dissipated by dishonorable
action and dissolute habits of some members of the family. The pride
thought ghost begins to vanish when the family pride is wounded by one of
its members, and in the case of foolish pride when one of the members of
the family shows and insists on its emptiness. Fearless action by one of
the members of a family in face of the ghost’s dire warning, is the sign for
evanescence of the calamity ghosts. Other members see that they too may
in like manner become free from the influence of the ghost. As to the
insanity thought ghost, any member of the family may become free from it
by refusing to harbor the thought that insanity is in his family, and by
holding positively with sound judgment an even balance, as soon as he
feels any influence suggesting a family strain of insanity. The death ghost
disappears when a member of the family ceases to be afraid of death,
refuses to be lead into the state or under the influence suggested by the
death ghost, and by showing other members of the family that his
fearlessness of action has carried him beyond the time set by the death
ghost.
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The fortune ghost usually comes to an end when an excess of
worldly possession has caused in the members of the family debauchery
and ensuing physical and mental disease and sterility. The ghost ends
before if the members fail to live up to the compact of worship they know of.

To be continued
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thought of a race or people around a subject, in connection with the

local spirit of that part of the earth to which they are attached in

thought. Among such ghosts are the national culture ghost, war
ghost, patriotism ghost, commerce ghost, and religion ghost.

The culture ghost of a living race is the totality of a nation’s or race’s
development in taste and civilization, especially as to literature, art and
government. The culture ghost leads the people on to perfect themselves
along the national lines in literature, in the arts, and observances of social
taste and amenities. Such a ghost may tolerate the assumption or
absorption by a people of certain features of the national life of another
nation, but the national culture ghost will influence and modify the newly
adopted features so that they comport with the nature of the national
culture ghost.

A war ghost is the national thought of and inclination towards war,
supported by the thoughts of the people as a whole. It is the collective
thought of living men.

Akin to the war ghost and to the culture ghost is the national thought
ghost of patriotism, which expands over and is in turn nourished by the
thought of every son of the soil. Barren wastes, rocky coasts, bleak
mountains, inhospitable soil, are endeared by this ghost as much or more
than golden fields, safe harbors and rich lands.

The commerce ghost arises from the thoughts of a people concerning
their economic needs according to the water, land and air of their part of
the earth, thatis to say, their special resources, climate, environments and
necessities. Individuals introduced from other countries add elements
which may qualify, but are dominated by the national ghost.

Under the accumulating thoughts of selling, buying, paying, and
dealing under these conditions certain definite national mental traits are

RACIAL or national thought ghosts are caused by the accumulated
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developed. They may be called the national thought ghost of commerce.
The presence of this ghost—though not called by this name—is felt by
foreigners who come to a country, as distinct from the commercial attitude
of their own country. This thought ghost of living men will last as long as
men support it by their thought and energy.

The religion thought ghost differs from the other national thought
ghosts, in that it sometimes dominates several nations or parts of several
nations. Itisa system of religious worship built into a form patterned after
the thought which caused the religion, by minds who, though impressed
with that thought, have yet failed to comprehend its truth and its meaning.
The people nourish the ghost with their thought; their devotion and the
essence of their hearts go out to support the ghost. The ghost becomes a
most tyranical and compelling influence over the minds of the people. Its
worshippers believe it to be the most beautiful and wonderful and powerful
thingin the world.

But one who worships a religion ghost sees in any other religion ghost
merely a spectre without substance, and he wonders how people can love a
thing which is so inane, ridiculous and savage. Of course, a religion ghost
is not religion, nor the thought from which a religious system was taken.

The age is determined by the acting of the mind on particular portions
of the earth, and thereby causing civilization in some and retrogression in
others. The age, just like the smaller divisions of the lives of races and
individuals, has its thought ghost, which is the totality of the mental
current flowing in one particular direction during that age. In one age the
dominant thought will be of religion, again of mysticism, again of
literature, of chivalry, feudalism, democracy.

Such is a summary of the origin, nature, effect and end of some of the
individual, family and racial thought ghosts of the living.

Every thought ghost, from the individual ghost to the ghost of the age,
has its start, a period of building, a period of power and an end. Between
the start and the end, the activities are greater or less under the universal
law of cycles. The duration of the cycles is determined by the coherence of
the thoughts which create and feed the ghost. The end of the last cycle is
the end of the ghost.

The ghosts of a living man—the physical ghost, a desire ghost, and a
thought ghost—may combine in different degrees and proportions. The
physical ghost is the astral, semi-physical form which holds the cells and
physical matter, called the physical body, in place (see The Word, August,
1913, “Ghosts”). A desire ghostis the form taken under certain conditions
by a portion of cosmic desire, individuated and appropriated by a man (see
The Word, September, 1913, “Ghosts”). A thought ghost of a living man is
the thing produced in the mental world by the continued action of his mind
in one direction (see The Word, December, 1913, “Ghosts”).

There are numerous combinations of the ghosts of a living man. In
every combination one of these three factors will predominate. The
thought gives direction and coherence, desire furnishes the energy, and
the physical ghost gives physical appearance, where thatis seen.

Reports are sometimes received of the appearance to a person of a
blood relative, lover, or close friend, whose physical body, however, is at a
distant place. The reports have it that these apparitions remain for a short
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time only; sometimes they convey a message; sometimes they say nothing;
yet the impression they leave upon the person who sees them, is of their
being at work, or in danger, or in suffering. Such an appearance is
generally a combination of the thought of the distant one with a certain
portion of his physical ghost, and with desire to convey a message or get
information. The intense thought of the distant, of himself in his physical
form, is connected with his relative or the beloved; the desire as energy
causes a projection of his thought with a certain portion of his physical
ghost, necessary to give his thought and desire the appearance of a
physical form, and so he appears in his physical form to the one thought of.
The appearance lasts as long as his thought adheres to the person thought
of.

A person having an intense desire to find out the condition of the
health of a relative he believes sick, or to remember a certain street sign
once seen, or a place he has visited, may, by intense thought and the desire
to get this information, take from his physical ghost that portion needed to
give form to his thought, and so project himself in thought and gain the
information, say, as to his mother’s health, or as to the firm name on a
street sign, or as to the particular scene. While he is thus in deep thought
and the combination (of his thought desire, and physical ghost) is
projected to the distant place, it may be that “he” is seen looking at the
sign, or standing in the room of his mother, though he will not see anyone
that sees him. He will see only the person or thing on which his thought is
set. The figure here called “he,” seen by third persons as standing on a
street in front of the street sign, will be seen in street costume, as a rule,
though the real one may not be thus attired. The reason is that when he
thinks of himself as standing on the street opposite the sign he naturally
thinks of himself with his hat on and in street attire.

Except by one who is experienced by long practice in the going out in
his thought form and thus gaining information, no direct or accurate
information will be gained as to a present condition, such as that of the
sick mother, but nothing more than an impression will result. In these
cases the thought ghost predominates over the other two. Such
apparitions, where the thought ghost predominates, have been called by
the sanscrit term mayavi rupa, which means, illusion form.

A case where the physical ghost dominates the other two factors, is
the appearance of one in the moment of his dying. Many accounts are
given of persons who have appeared in a condition of drowning, of being
murdered, of dying on the battlefield, or from injuries due to what is called
an accident. The apparitions were seen by relatives, lovers, friends. In
many cases it was later ascertained that the apparition was seen at the
very time of the death of the one who was seen.

Usually ghosts of this class are seen distinctly, and that too by people
who are not called psychic. In the case of a drowning person, the ghost is
often seen with drops of water falling from the dripping garments, the eyes
fearfully and longingly fastened upon the beholder, the form solid as in life,
and the air filled with the coolness of the water. The reason why all this is
so plainly seen and is so lifelike is that the physical ghost is separated from
the physical body by the death and the desire of the dying furnished the
energy which drove the spectre in a moment over land and sea, and the last
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thought of the dying man gave to the spectre the direction towards the
beloved.

A case where desire dominates thought and form is furnished by
instances of “Hagging” and “Changing the Skin,” as the voodoos call it.
This is always done with the intention of going psychically to the victim. In
the instance above given of the outgoing of the thought ghost or the
physical ghost, the outgoing may be with the intention of going out, or it
may be done unconsciously.

Hagging is the appearance, usually in his physical form, of one who
wants to compel another to obey his bidding and to do a certain act, which
may be to kill a third person, or to belong to a certain organization. Itis not
always intended that the one appearing should be seen in his physical
form. He may appear as a stranger, but his personality and his desire will
not be entirely concealed. Changing the skin is resorted to by such
practitioners when the personality of the one who would appear is
objectionable to the one whom he selects as the object of his desire.
Changing the skin is done usually with the intention of sexual union,
which may not be wished by the other. Often the mere intercourse is not
desired but the absorption of a certain sexual force. The one “changing his
skin” may not wish to appear in his own personality, but rather younger
and more attractive. Such practitioners, no matter what their powers,
cannot harm a pure person. If the demand is made “Who is this?” the
ghost must reveal his identity and purpose.

Those who attempt to create what they intend to be, or might call,
thought forms might take warning by remembering that while these forms
can be created by mental processes, yet no one should engage in such
creations unless and until he is fully acquainted with the laws governing
them. No one should create thought forms unless it is his duty. It will not
be his duty until he knows.

Thought ghosts once created and not mastered and bridled will
become at once vehicles for innumerable elemental powers, and the cast
off remnants of the dead, all being of a very malevolent and vindictive kind.
The powers and entities will enter the ghost and through it attack, obsess
and destroy the creator of the ghost.

(To be continued.)




THE

WORD
T

VOL. 18 MARCH, 1914. No. 6

Copyright, 1914 by H. W. PERCIVAL.

GHOSTS.

PHYSICAL GHOSTS OF DEAD MEN.

desire ghost, the thought ghost. Then there are combinations of
these three.

These physical and desire and thought ghosts were parts of
living men, and were, upon the death of the physical bodies, born into their
respective worlds where they remain awhile, then break up, dissipate, fade
out, and then enter into and animate other forms, only to be in the end re-
collected and used in the building of other human personalities into which
the minds will reincarnate on their return to earth.

The physical ghost, as the astral body, the linga sharira, the form
body of the physical, has been described in the article dealing with the
physical ghosts of living men, in The Word, August, 1913. The physical
body is the ground in which the astral or form body is rooted. This astral or
form body of the physical body becomes the physical ghost after death.

While in the physical body or issuing from it, the form or physical
ghost is in appearance somewhat like smoke or carbonic acid gas. As to
color, it is of a greyish, reddish, yellowish, bluish, or silvery violet hue. The
physical body has much weight and little density, whereas the physical
ghost has little weight. The physical ghost exceeds the physical body in
density, in the degree that the physical body exceeds the physical ghost in
weight. A physical ghost has a weight of one to four ounces.

The process of dying begins by the loosening of the moorings of the
physical ghost from the cells, organic centers and nerve centers of the
physical body. This usually begins at the feet and works upward. The
parts from which the ghost has separated become cold and clammy, and
numbness follows. Like a fog or smoke, the astral or form body of the
physical curls and rolls itself upward until it reaches the heart. There it
gathers itself together into a globular mass. Then there is a pull at the
heart, a gulp at the throat, and it puffs itself out in a breath through the
mouth. Thisis the usual course of dying, and the usual exit from the body.
But there are other ways and other exits.

’ I \HE Ghosts of dead men are of three kinds: the physical ghost, the
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Though the astral or form body of the physical is now out of the body,
death may not yet have taken place. The globular mass may remain as it
is, for sometime over the physical body, or it may take on at once the form
of the physical. It may still be connected by the magnetic cord of life with
the physical. Ifits magnetic cord of life is not broken, death has not taken
place and the body is not dead.

The magnetic cord of life is made of four coiling strands within three
sheaths. Ifitis seen it appears as a silvery strand or slender coil of smoke
between the physical body and the form above it. While this cord is
unbroken, the body may be resuscitated. As soon as the cord is severed,
death has taken place. Itis then impossible for the astral form or physical
ghost to reanimate the physical body.

The desire ghost and the thought ghost may separate from the
physical ghost and from each other immediately after death, or they may
remain with the physical ghost for a considerable time, or the desire ghost
may remain with the physical ghost and the thought ghost be separate
from both. Whichever remains with or separates from the others, and how
much time is required for the separation, depends on what the living man
has thought and done during the life of the physical body. Nothing occurs
after death which determines these matters.

The after death states and conditions of the physical ghost, and
especially of the desire and thought ghosts, have been determined by the
activity or sluggishness of the mind and desire, by the application of, or the
neglect to apply, the knowledge possessed, and by motives which
prompted the thoughts and the actions of the person during physical life.

The mind and desire of the person, if lazy and sluggish and without
aim or purpose during physical life, may remain after death in a state of
torpor or coma for a considerable period, before separation. If the desire
has been forceful and the mind active during life, then, after death, the
desire and the thought ghosts will usually not remain long with the
physical ghost. The desire and thought ghosts may take the physical
ghost with them to some distant place, but that is not usually done. The
physical ghost remains with or in the neighborhood of the physical body.

The physical ghost has a period of existence, but, like the physical
body, it has an end and must be dissolved and dissipated. It can hold its
form only as long as the physical body lasts. Its decay is as fast or as slow
as the decay of the physical body. If the physical body is caused to be
dissolved by acids or eaten by quicklime, then the physical ghost will
disappear, because there is a direct action and reaction between the two,
and what affects the physical body will also affect its twin, the physical
ghost. The fires of cremation consume the physical ghost when its
physical counterpart is burned up. If the physical body is cremated there
will be no physical ghost to manifest. Cremation, aside from its sanitary
advantages, prevents the physical ghost from being used by its desire
ghost—when the mind has fled—to annoy or draw force from living
persons.

When the globular mass has arisen from the physical body after
death, it may take on one or many forms, but finally it will assume the form
of what was its physical counterpart. Wherever the physical body is taken
the physical ghost will follow.
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When the desire and thought ghosts are separated from it, the
physical ghost will not depart from its physical body unless it is
magnetically attracted by a person passing near it, or unless magnetically
summoned to a particular place by the presence of a person with whom it
was concerned during life. The physical ghost may also be called away
from its physical body by certain persons called necromancers, and made
to appear by necromancy under conditions provided for the occasion.

Another instance of the ghost wandering from its physical body may
occur when the body is buried in or near a house which the person had
long frequented during life. Then the ghost may wander to certain parts of
that house where certain acts were done by the living man, or where
habitual acts were performed by him. Then the ghost may be seen visiting
those places and going through the acts it had performed in its physical
body during life. Such a case may be that of a miser who hoarded his
savings, hid them in the garret, in a wall, between floors, or in the cellar,
and visited the hoard frequently and there fondled the coins and listened to
the tinkle as they fell through his fingers on to the pile. In such
performance, the physical ghost in combination with its desire ghost
would appear quite different from what it appears like when it appears only
as the physical ghost. As such, it is seen merely visiting the place and
going through the motions mechanically, automatically, and without the
eager glint in the eye or the satisfaction in its looks which it had during
such actions in life, when its desire was present and gave animation and
the mind lent an appearance of intelligence for the occasion.

It is not difficult to distinguish between the physical ghost of a dead
and that of a living man. The physical ghost of a dead man is without
animation, and ordinarily moves or drifts about without aim or purpose.
With the decay of the physical body, the physical ghost loses cohesion of
form. As the physical form continues to decay, the physical ghost clings
about it or flits around it like phosphorescence in the moisture of a rotting
log which is seen in the dark, and the physical ghost disappears with the
body as does the phosphorescence when the log crumbles into dust.

In itself the physical ghost is harmless, because it is only a shadow,
an automaton of the body, and is without purpose. But ifitis used as an
instrument by directing forces it may do much harm. The physical ghost
may flow through its physical body and pass through walls and doors like
water through a sponge; because, like water, its particles of matter are
finer and lie closer together than do the coarse particles of walls or doors or
a physical body.

Physical ghosts in various stages—from the newly formed physical
ghost of a body recently buried to the faint phosphorescence of remains in
decay—may be observed in burial grounds which have been long in use.
The physical ghosts which cling to or hover around their bodies, deep in
the ground or in large chambers or tombs, cannot be seen by a person who
has not clairvoyant vision.

When not underground, or in stone chambers, and under favorable
conditions, physical ghosts in burial grounds may be seen by a person
with normal vision and who has no clairvoyant sight. Over a grave a ghost
may be seen stretched out or in a reclining posture, and gently rising and
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falling as if borne up on the undulations of a quiet sea. Another ghost, like
a shadow statue, may be seen quietly standing beside a tomb, as it was his
habit to stand in life while in a dreaming mood; or it will be seated in a
listless way, or, with elbow on knee and head on hand, it will appear to gaze
as in life it did when in a pensive mood. Or a ghost, with arms folded on the
chest or hands clasped behind the back and head inclined, will be seen
walking up and down within a certain distance—as was its wont during
study or when pondering over a problem. These are some of the many
positions in which physical ghosts may be seen when they are above
ground and when their physical bodies are not fully decayed. When the
physical body is in late stages of decay, and sometimes when well
preserved, the physical ghost may be seen close to the ground, or
suspended in air as a thin smoke or a heavy fog cloud.

Whether a physical ghost cannot or can be seen, is determined by
three factors; namely, the physical body of the ghost, the prevailing
magnetic influences, and the psycho-physical organism of the person who
sees the ghost.

When the physical body of the ghost is in a suitable condition, and the
proper magnetic influences prevail, one who has a normal psycho-
physical organism will see the physical ghost of a physical dead body.

Remains of the skin, flesh, blood, fat, and marrow suffice to make a
suitable physical condition, even though the physical body may be in
advanced decay. The proper magnetic condition is provided when the
moon exerts a stronger influence on the physical body than does the earth.
Anyone who has normally focussed vision and who is sensitive to
terrestrial and lunar influences, is in condition to see physical ghosts.
One who can see near and distinct objects distinctly has normally
focussed vision. He who is attracted to some places and repelled by
others, irrespective of their scenic effects and commercial considerations,
and on whom the moon and moonlight makes impressions, favorable or
otherwise, is sensitive to terrestrial and lunar influences and can see
physical ghosts, if the two other conditions are present.

(To be continued)
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physical ghosts, as it controls all phenomena. Every living

physical object has a form body within and around it. The

physical body is composed of physical matter, and of this much is
known. The form body of the physical is composed of lunar matter, matter
from the moon, of which little is known. Physical and lunar matter are
really the same in kind; they differ in that the particles of lunar matter are
finer and lie closer together than those of physical matter, and that lunar
and physical matter are to each other as opposite magnetic poles.

The earth is a great magnet; the moon is likewise a magnet. The earth
has at certain periods a stronger pull on the moon than has the moon on
the earth, and at other times the moon has a stronger pull on the earth
than the earth has on the moon. These periods are regular and certain.
They are proportionate and extend through all measures of universal
physical time, from a fraction of a second to the dissolution of the world
and universe. These constantly alternating pulls of the earth and moon
cause constant circulation of lunar and physical matter and cause the
phenomena which are called life and death. That which is circulated in the
lunar matter and the physical matter are the life units from the sun. Inthe
building up of a body the life units of the sun are conveyed by the lunar
matter into physical structure. At the dissolution of the structure the life
units are returned by the lunar matter to the sun.

The magnetic pull between the earth and the moon affects every living
object. The earth pulls on the physical body and the moon pulls on the
form within the physical body. These magnetic pulls cause the
inhalations and exhalations of animals and plants and even of stones.
During physical life and until the body has reached the mid-day of its
power, the earth pulls on its physical body and the physical holds its form
body, and the form body draws from the moon. Then the tide turns; the

P IATURAL law controls the appearance or non-appearance of
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moon pulls on its form body and the form body draws from its physical.
Then when the hour of death has come the moon pulls the form body out of
its physical and death follows, as before described.

The earth pull on the physical body and the moon pull on the physical
ghost continue until physical body and physical ghost have been resolved
into their respective elements. These magnetic pulls on physical form
cause what is called the decay; the chemical or other physical action is
only the result of the magnetic pulls and the physical means to bring about
the end.

When the earth pullis stronger than the moon pull, the physical ghost
will be drawn close to its physical body underground or in its tomb, and is
not likely to be seen by mere physical vision. When the moon pull is
stronger than the earth pull, the physical ghost will be drawn away from its
physical body. The pulsing or undulating movements of the physical
ghost are usually caused by the magnetic action of the earth and the moon.
Because of this magnetic action a reclining physical ghost will be a little
above or below, but usually above the physical object on which it appears
to lie.

The observer will notice that moving or walking ghosts do not seem to
walk on the solid ground. The moon pull is strongest when the moon is
brightest and is waxing. Then physical ghosts are most likely to appear.
But in open moonlight they are not as likely to be seen or distinguished by
the eye unused to see them, because then they are nearly of the color of the
moonlight. They will be more easily seen under the shadow of a tree orin a
room.

The ghost often appears as if in a shroud or robe, or in a favorite
costume. Whatever clothing it appears to have is that which was most
strongly impressed on it, the physical ghost, by the mind before death.
One reason physical ghosts often appear as if in a shroud is that shrouds
are the garments in which the bodies are laid at rest, and the astral body,
or physical ghost, has been impressed by the thought of the shroud.

The physical ghost will take no heed of the living person unless the
form body of that person attracts it. Then it may glide or walk toward that
person and may even put out its hand and touch or take hold of the person.
Whatever it does will depend on the thought and magnetism of the living
person. The touch of the hand of the physical ghost will be like that of a
rubber glove, or like the feeling of water when one puts his hand over the
side of a moving boat, or it may feel like the flame of a candle when a
moistened finger is passed quickly through it, or it may feel like a cool
wind. Whichever feeling is produced by the touching of a physical ghost
will depend on the state of preservation of its physical body.

A physical ghost only, cannot commit any acts of violence, cannot lay
hold of any person with iron grip, cannot cause a living individual to do
anything against his wish.

The physical ghost is only an empty automaton, without will or
motive. It cannot even speak to the one who attracts it unless it is
challenged and requested to speak, and then it will only be an echo, or a
faint whisper, unless the living person furnishes the ghost with enough of
his magnetism so that it may produce sound. Ifthe necessary magnetism
is furnished by the living, the physical ghost may be made to speak in
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whispers, but what it says will lack coherence and sense, unless the living
gives it these or attaches undue importance to what is said.

The voice of a ghost has a hollow sound or rather whispering sound,
when the ghost is made to speak.

The odor of a physical ghost is that with which everyone is familiar,
who has been in a death chamber or with any dead body or in vaults in
which the dead have been placed. This odor is caused by the particles
which are drawn off from the physical body and thrown off by the physical
ghost. All living bodies throw off physical particles, which affect the living
according to their sensitiveness to smell. The odor of a physical dead body
and its ghost is disagreeable because there is no co-ordinating entity in the
dead body, and the particles thrown off are, by the living organism, sensed
through smell, to be opposed to its physical well being. There is an
influence of unwholesomeness about it which is instinctively noticed.

That a physical ghost is not seen near a dead body is no evidence that
itis not present. Ifthe ghostis not clinging to its body it may lack cohesion
of form, but it may be felt by one sufficiently sensitive. The disbeliever in
ghosts may deny the existence of a ghost, even while its shapeless form
may be clinging around or oozing through his body. The evidence of this is
an empty feeling at the pit of the stomach, a creepy feeling up his spine or
on his scalp. Something of this feeling may be caused by his own fear, and
picturing or fancying the possibility of existence of that which he denies to
exist. But the one who continues to look for ghosts will eventually have no
difficulty in distinguishing between a ghost and his own apprehension or
fancies of a ghost.

Although a physical ghost is without volition and can do no
intentional harm, yet a ghost may harm the living by the baleful and
unwholesome atmosphere which its presence causes. The presence of a
physical ghost may cause peculiar diseases to a person living near the
place where the physical body of the ghost is buried. These peculiar
diseases are not merely the result of the noxious gases which affect the
physical body of the living, but diseases which will affect the form body of
theliving. Not all living persons will be thus affected, but only those whose
own form body within the physical attracts the physical ghost and yet has
not the positive magnetism to repel the ghost, whether it is or is not visible.
In that case the physical ghost of the dead preys upon and draws the vital
and magnetic qualities off from the form body of the living person. When
this is done, the physical body has not enough vitality to perform its own
physical functions and wastes and droops as the result. Those who live in
the neighborhood of a burial ground and who have wasting diseases which
physicians cannot account for nor cure, may scout this suggestion as to
the possible cause. But it may be to their advantage to remove to a more
wholesome place.

A physical ghost may be repelled by willing it to go away. But it
cannot by such willing be driven a great distance from its own physical
body, nor can the physical ghost of the dead be broken up or dissipated
and disposed of as it is possible to dispose of desire and thought ghosts.
The way to get rid of the physical ghost, if one will not get out of its
neighborhood, is to locate its physical body and burn that physical body or
have it removed to some distant place, and then to let in the sunshine and
air.
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It is well for everyone to understand what physical ghosts are, butitis
unwise for most people to hunt for them or have anything to do with them,
unless it be their duty so to do. Most people have a dread of ghosts
whether they do or do not believe that ghosts exist, and yet some take a
morbid satisfaction in hunting for ghosts. The ghost hunter is usually
repaid according to the spirit which prompts him. If heis diligently looking
for thrills he will get them, though they may not be such as he had planned
to have. Ifhe hopes to prove that ghosts do not exist he will be dissatisfied,
because he will have experiences which he cannot weigh or measure.
Although these will not be evidences of ghosts, they will leave him in
suspense; and, he will be further dissatisfied because, even if there are no
such things as ghosts, it is impossible for him to prove it.

Those whose duty it is to deal with ghosts are of two kinds. To the one
belong those who know of or are appointed to their work, as they fill a
certain position and do a necessary kind of work in the economy of nature.
To the other kind belong those who appoint themselves to the work.

The one who knows his work is an occultist born; he comes into this
knowledge as the result of his work in former lives. The one who is
appointed to deal with ghosts is an advanced student of occultism,
accepted and consciously working in a certain school of occultism, one of
the degrees and duties of which is to understand and deal justly with the
ghosts of dead men. He performs a necessary service for the body of
nature. He also guards the living from the ghosts of dead men, in so far as
the living will permit. Dealing with the physical ghosts of dead men is the
least important of his work. What he does with regard to the desire and
thoughts ghosts of dead men, will be shown later.

He who appoints himself to deal with the ghosts of the dead runs great
risks, unless the motive which prompts him is his interest in the welfare of
a cause and unless he has no selfish interest, such as desire for sensation;
that is to say, his researches and investigation into the phenomena of
ghosts must be undertaken to add to the sum of human knowledge for the
welfare of humanity and not merely to satisfy a morbid curiosity, nor to
achieve the questionable reputation of being an authority about things
occult; nor should his motive be to communicate with what are
indiscriminately called “spirits of the dead,” or with relatives and friends
who have departed this life. Unless the motive of one who deals with
ghosts of the dead is serious, and to perform an unselfish action for the
greater knowledge and good of all, he will be unprotected against unseen
forces; and, the more energetic his search the more likely he will be to
suffer from the living as well as from the dead.

Scientists who have attempted the work have met with various results.
The motive which prompts a scientist to try to prove the immortality of the
soul is good. Butthe demonstration that physical and desire and thought
ghosts exist, 